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Abstract
According to the present widespread image, Shinran, despite being a monk, married a woman
named Eshin-ni. They are represented as a couple who helped each other and took care of their children. The
image of the couple of "Shinran — Eshin-ni" was gradually established after the discovery of Eshin-ni’s
letter (Eshin-ni shousyoku) in 1921. Until then however, basing on modern biographies, it was generally
accepted that Shinran's wife was Tamabhi, the daughter of a nobleman.

Therefore, when exactly and how was the image of the couple of Shinran and Eshin-ni established in
the modern period? It is very likely that this image reflects the idea of a modern family that privileges
monogamy.

In this presentation, | will clarify how the image of the couple of “Shinran and Eshin- ni”” was
constructed in modern Japan through the mutual relationship between literature and history.
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